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Solar Water Pumping System 
Thrive Tourist at Homestay 

In Shivadwar 11, Madi near Chitwan National Park, 11 

Magar households are running Ayodhyapuri Buffer Zone 

Community Homestay with support from Terai Arc Land-

scape program, a joint undertaking of the Government of 

Nepal and WWF from December 2015. However, the Magar 

community is one of the poor and marginalized communities 

of the country.  Each cottage has two bedrooms with at-

tached bathroom. There are 11 cottages in total run by the 

community. 

  

Ayodhyapuri is slowly turning into a popular tourist destina-

tion. The villagers are happy to make good money, uplifting 

their economic status . Hygienic environment, clean rooms 

and toilet, healthy food, sufficient water supply for bathing, 

security and cultural attractions are crucial amenities to at-

tract and retain tourist at homestay. However, they were fac-

ing problem in maintaining basic amenities of homestay due 

to difficulties of fetching water. The productive  time to main-

tain host-guest relationship was wasted in fetching water.  

 

“Solar water pump has taken away our laborious days’, hap-

pily says Ms. Som Maya Pun, owner of 1 cottage. 

Before, she had to carry water from her hand pump 

to fill 500-liter water tank placed at first storey. Fill-

ing water tank was tiresome and even worst during 

summer season as water requirement was more. It 

used to take around 2 hours to fill tank by 2 people. 

She sometimes used to ask help from children in 

the village and pay them NPR 50 to 80 to fill tank 

once. Due to hardship in managing water for tour-

ist, she was questioning on their choice to run 

homestay. Besides, carrying water in slippery stair-

cases was risky with high probability of falling 

“Before the installation of so-

lar pump, tourists hardly used 

to spend 1 night but now they 

happily spend 2-3 nights” 

- Mr. Mohan Bdr. Pun 
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down. But, now she can fill tank simply by turning 

on switch of solar water pump. She utilizes her 

saved time to offer good hospitality to visitors. 

 

Like Ms. Magar, other 10 households of  

homestay have also installed solar water pumps. 

All of them have installed a 300 Wp solar pump-

ing system with rent-to-own modality offered by 

SunFarmer Nepal. The total cost was NPR 

92,000 including 2 years after sales services. The 

household paid NPR 20,000 as upfront payment 

and Winrock International and Renewable Energy 

for Rural Livelihood jointly provided incentive of 

NPR 24,000 to households. The remaining NPR 

48,000 of the cost was arranged under rent-to-

own modality with tenure term of 2 years. 

 

Apart from the use of solar pumps in the 

homestay, villagers are using solar pumps to irri-

gate their land and fill their fish pond. The land 

that were barren before are now covered with fresh 

vegetables. Earlier they had to purchase non-

seasonal vegetables at high price from market to 

serve their guests. Now, they prepare fresh vegeta-

ble and fish grown in their farm for lunch and dinner 

and guests are happy to pay more for these local 

items. Some guests even take vegetables and fish 

on their return. Ms. Magar alone made a profit of 

NPR 50,000 last year by selling fish and vegetable.  

 

“Before the installation of solar pump, tourists hardly 

used to spend 1 night but now they happily spend 2 

– 3 nights” proudly says Mr. Mohan Bahadur Pun, 

husband of Ms. Som Maya Pun. He along with other 

homestays receives more than 500 tourists a month 

saving around NPR 15,000 monthly by each house-

holds even during off-season. The installation of 

solar pumps has provided destination amenities 

such as 24 hours of service for charging mobiles 

and laptops, clean rooms, clean toilets, shower fa-

cilities, night lights and so forth to attract both na-

tional and international tourist. Furthermore, Sorathi 

dance, Salejo, Kauda, Lakhe, Magar Remix and 

Thade Bhaka are the cultural attractions. Sunrise 

and sunset from view tower, Baikunthe Tal, spring, 

bird watching, rhino sighting, Someswor mountain 

are natural attractions.  

 

Ayodhyapuri Buffer Zone Community Homestay 

now offers rich cultural and natural attractions with 

satisfying amenities brought by the installation of 

solar water pumping systems. Living in buffer zone 

is now lucrative for the locals. 

 


