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Increased Income of 
Livestock Farmer  

“Easy access to 

water from solar 

pump persuaded us 

to add 1000 more 

chicken in the coop 

and increase our  

income.” 

- Ms. Alina Dura 

 

It was tiresome and exhaustive to pump water from hand pump to 

water 6 pigs for Ms. Anila Dura of Bagai, Madi, Chitwan . Pigs re-

quire water for a variety of reasons, including most metabolic func-

tions, adjustment of body temperature, movement of nutrients into 

the body tissues, removal of metabolic waste, production of milk, 

and for growth and reproduction. An adult pig consumes 12-15 li-

ters of water/day. Ms. Dura sighs in pain as she recollects her diffi-

cult days. “ I and my husband had to spend around 4 hours to pump 

water from a hand pump. Cleaning slurry and bathing pigs was fa-

tiguing back then”, says Ms. Dura. 

 

In addition, she had  around 2000 chicken in her coop per year. In 

total, one chicken would require 0.5 –1 liters of water per/day to re-

main hydrated and healthy. It was extremely laborious to manage 

almost 500 liters of water/day for pigs and chicken. Painful blisters 

would cover hand due to excessive pumping. Blisters in hand, and 
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back pain came as gifts of poultry and pig farm-

ing.  

 

“I always had a wish to make pig farming and 

poultry an ease” she shares. Her wish turned into 

reality when she witnessed solar photovoltaic 

water pump demonstration. As it requires mini-

mum attention and the technology are reliable, 

she was highly convinced to embrace the system  

provided by Sunfarmer Nepal Pvt. Ltd. Likewise, 

Winrock international supported her connecting 

with Sana Kisan Cooperative. The financial mo-

dality was lucrative enough to attract her. She 

had to pay NPR 20,000 as upfront payment and 

NPR 2,000 as monthly installment for 2 years in 

Rent-to-own model. 

 

“It’s  nearly been a year since I installed solar 

water pump and I regret no single day” she gig-

gles. It only takes an hour for one person to wa-

ter all pigs and chicken. Easy access to water 

persuaded her to add 1,000 more chicken in the 

coop and with this intervention their income has 

increased to NPR 440,000 from NPR 240,000 in 

a year . It is no more time consuming and weari-

some for her. “Clean pigsty and chicken coop as 

well as increased and sustained income is the 

triumph of solar pump” she smiles. The stinky 

pigs and pigsty and chicken coop is a rare sight 

now.  

 

Besides, watering her pigs and chickens, she 

also uses water from solar water pump for bath-

ing, cleaning and washing cloths as well as irrigat-

ing ½ Kattha (1820 sq. ft.) of land for vegetable 

farming to feed her family of 6. She has water tank 

where she stores remaining water from solar 

pump. She has used the system for multipurpose. 

In addition to pumping water, she uses same sys-

tem to operate 80 liter refrigerator in summer to 

store meat. 

Her father in-law explains that solar installation 

has empowered women in his family. He appreci-

ates her ability of decision making. Her choice of 

increasing chickens has good profitability. He feels 

that participation of Ms. Dura in social activities in 

her leisure time has enhanced social relationship. 

He supports her in all the works as she has a 

small daughter to look after. 

Moreover, easy operation, low maintenance and 

assured after sales  and system performance 

guarantees  provided by rent-to-own model makes 

solar pumping better choice for Ms. Dura rather 

than using hand pump or diesel pump for her pig 

farming, poultry and vegetable farming.   

http://www.sunfarmernepal.org/

