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“I can now earn 

enough to invest on 

the education of my 

children and I feel 

empowered” 

- Ms. Dila Gurung 

 

“I used to shiver in anguish when I had to confront any out-

sider. I even used to go out of words if I was asked my own 

name”, shares Ms. Dila Gurung, 35 of Taule-10, Surkhet dis-

trict. Ms. Gurung now comfortably tells her story with anyone. 

She recently participated in experience sharing session in a 

village nearby. Before, she was limited to her domestic walls 

unaware of the outside world and opportunities that could 

boost her economy. Her husband used to work in India and 

she had to live separately in despair and poverty. It was a 

struggle to feed four children and afford  them a good school-

ing, she shares. She was economically vulnerable even after 

holding 5 Ropani of land with no prospects of irrigation and 

productivity. The money brought by her husband was never 

enough to fulfill the basic need of all her children and she 

was in debt with no hope of repayment. 

 

Her condition improved dramatically, after the installation of  

The barren land is now green with  

commercial vegetable farming 
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solar photovoltaic water pumping (PVWP) system by Si-

taram Agricultural Group at Taule –10. The technical support  

was provided by USAID funded Accelerated Commercializa-

tion Solar Photovoltaic Water Pumping (AC-PVWP) project 

of Winrock International in collaboration with Veri-Ganga 

municipality and USAID’s KISAN project. The financing was 

made accessible through Small Farmer Saving and Credit 

Cooperative providing ground for commercial vegetable 

farming.  

 

The modality she finds sustainable as the PVWP system 

needs low maintenance with low running cost, producing 

almost no noise, and most importantly using sunlight as re-

newable energy source assuring continuous irrigation 

throughout the year. Hence, the traditional subsistence farm-

ing was replaced bolstering the agricultural ecosystem with 

easy operating PVWP systems for irrigation.  

 

She has been investing her time to participate in every farm-

ing training provided by KISAN. With the help of such train-

ings, and improved irrigation from PVWP, she now harvests 

commercial vegetable with dramatic incre-

ment of her annual income as compared 

to subsistence farming before the installa-

tion. She grows cauliflower, cabbage, and 

red chilies and sells in market nearby. 

She is financially empowered. She earned 

NPR 200 thousand last year from selling 

vegetables.  She is overwhelmed with her 

improved economy, self-esteem, and 

technical skills attained from farming train-

ings. She is now updated about the mar-

ket price and can voice about the unfair 

price from the buyer and negotiate the fair 

price. “I feel socially, financially and tech-

nically empowered after commercial  veg-

etable farming” she chuckles. 

 

“I shared my journey of transition and 

boundless opportunities brought by solar 

pump in Haree village to inspire women to 

switch into commercial vegetable farming” 

she smiles. She actively and frequently 

participates in knowledge sharing session 

organized in villages nearby without an-

guish and fear as before.  

 

Her face glows as she shares her future 

plan of increasing her productivity using 

improved technology and improved 

seeds. She is positive about the return of 

her husband from Qatar as she sees good 

potential of commercial vegetable farming 

together with her husband.  

 


