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• Well installed robust, high quality systems. 

• Deemed easier to buy out the non-technical risks.

• Private sector based models require better understanding 
and management of risk.

• Though the context can be different, the barriers remain 
the same.

• No project can be seen through the lens of a single issue. 
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• A way of managing risk and ensuring alliance within 
broader sectoral development plans. 

• Overly prescriptive standards can deter development, 
innovation and lead to suboptimal technical outcomes.

• Focus should be on standardising outcomes instead of 
process.

• MGs are pieces of infrastructure like any other and 
require consideration for how they will fit into the 
broader infrastructure landscape. 

A note on standards



• Need to consider both how to make technology appropriate as 
well as how technology will be appropriated.

• Infrastructure deployed in remote areas face the same structural 
barriers regardless of context – understanding these and the risks 
imposed by them should determine the response.

• Standardised processes can help lower the costs associated with 
sourcing finance and the cost of that finance. 

• Standardised outcomes can give clear and assessable markers for 
developers without constraining their ability to innovate.

• New companies & innovative business models will only find space 
in the sector by having clear goals around the service outcomes.

Summary


