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Ms. Sarita Regmi, a female livestock farmer residing in 

Shivadwar, Madi-11 of Chitwan District, daily life started 

early, in the morning at 3 p.m. To feed water to livestock 

and irrigate vegetable farm she needed to use her hand 

pump continuously for 3-4 hours daily. The water fetched 

from hand pump would be just enough to water cows and 

bathing was almost impossible. The quality and quantity 

of milk reduced and the cattle were also skin diseased 

with mites and ticks.  “My husband developed back pain 

fetching and carrying water”, she shares. She further adds 

that her children used to grumble when asked to water 

cows. “Our productive time was compromised to water 

cows twice a day and one cow generally drank almost 40 

liters a day and you can imagine the wastage of labor”, 

she questions in dismay.  “I had never thought my days 

would change drastically simple by installing and owing a 

solar energy powered water pump” she moans again.  

She is overwhelmed to share her story of solar pump in-

stallation. She installed the system with panel size of 

300Wp which can pump 5,000 liter per day. The total cost 

of system was NPR. 92,000 which was made 

affordable and accessible with rent-to-own 

modality. An incentive of NPR. 24,000 was 

provided by Winrock International as an ap-

preciation for her being the first user and 

adopter of this technology in her community 

and her confidence and assurance to attract 

other farmers to accept this technology.  After 

covering equity of NPR. 20,000 as upfront 

payment, the NRs. 48,000 of the system and 

service cost was arranged under rent-to-own 

business modality by SunFramer Nepal with 

estimated tenure term of 2 years. Under this 

scheme Ms. Regmi has to pay monthly an 

installment of NRs. 2,000 only to the company 

through Small Farmer Cooperative in 

Ayodhapuri. Renewable Energy for Rural 

Livelihood project through Central Renewable 

Energy Fund provided credit guaranty for the 

system. 

 

“Solar water pumping came as a boon to im-

prove quality of our life and make cattle rear-

ing less wearisome”, she shares. Now they 

are able to water 13 cows and clean the shed 

in only 2 hours a day.  In average, they save 

around 120 person-hours per month with use 

of solar pumps.  

 

Due to easy access to water, now they bath 

her  cows once a week. Their cows are clean 
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and healthy and most importantly tick and mites 

free.  As a result, each cows gives around 2-3 

liters more milk than past. They earn around NPR 

1,600 per day by selling milk.   

 

They are reusing waste water from cleaning cows 

and the shed to fill the fish pond. This practice 

has increased algae and insects inside the pond 

resulting in growth of fishes. They make NPR 

70,000 per annum from fish farming. In addition, 

she has leased 1 kattha of land  to a group for 

collective farming. They irrigate the land also from 

solar pump. The group has sold NPR 25,000 

worth vegetables in their first attempt using Inte-

grated Product Management of farming. 

  

“Not only for cattle but it has made our daily life 

easier. We have now storage tank for drinking 

water, clean toilets with regular water supply 

through taps, dish washing and clothes washing 

are not wearisome anymore, and irrigated land to 

feed ourselves” says Ms. Regmi. She is happy to 

share that her children enjoy watering cows as it 

requires less effort. She doesn’t have to hustle 

and bustle to water cattle anymore. She can now 

participate in social gathering and is an active 

member of several local committees.  

 

She smiles with pride as she shares “I was never 

taken seriously in community but now I hold an 

important role as people invite me to participate 

and appreciates my efforts as exemplary within 

the community”. She further adds that all these 

changes happened after the installation of solar 

pumps which ensures sustainable and continuous 

water supply. She has added 30 chicken in her co-

op. The water from solar pump easily feeds her 

chicken as well. She excitingly shares that the 

chicken is sold at door because of the community 

homestay. She makes additional income of approx. 

40,000 per annum.  

 

“My husband plans to add 5 milking cows and en-

gage in commercial dairy farm and I want to in-

volve in commercial vegetable farming. Solar water 

pumping is an investment for us and never a liabil-

ity as our journey of cattle rearing is sustainable 

due to easy and continuous water supply from so-

lar pumps”, she shares. 

 

“Solar water pumping came 

as a boon to make cattle 

rearing less wearisome and 

improve quality of our life .” 

- Ms. Sarita Regmi 


